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This Winter...
• Check out the 

arts and fi tness 

programs at Town 

Hall and SUNY 

campus. PAGE 3.

• Check out the 

seasonal tips from 

Highway and Public 

Works Departments. 

PAGES 9, 11.

Continued on Page 4

Town officials held 
a news media day Oct. 
24 to unveil the “Marcy 
Goes Green Project,” 
the day before distribut-
ing over 2,000 reusable 
Energy Bags to every 
household in the town. 
The Bags contained 
energy-savings tips and 
discounts, along with six 
energy-saving CFL light 
bulbs (or a total of over 
12,000 bulbs). 

Each home received 
energy-saving tips, room 
by room, from NY State 
Energy Research and 
Development Authority 
(NYSERDA), NY Power 
Authority, National Grid, 
and Marcy businesses.

Marcy Goes 
Green with
Energy Bags

Property tax bills 
must be paid in full by 
January 31 to avoid 
penalties. Page 8.

Tax Update

The Town Budget is 
up slightly, but contains 
a tax decrease; in fact, 
the 16th tax decrease in 
17 years. Page 2.

2009 Budget

The Maynard Fire Department broke ground Sept. 26 for a $2.3 million expansion and renovation 
project at the Maynard Drive firehouse. Joining fire officials were State Sen. Joe Griffo (left) and 
Town Supervisor Brian Scala (2nd from right). The project will provide more space for fire apparatus 
and equipment, offices and other facilities, plus correct a roof problem. More photos, page 3.

,

Fire Department Expansion

Rain couldn’t dampen 
the spirits of the “Marcy 
Goes Green” volunteers.
Page 6.

High Spirits

Holidays can stress 
out your pets. Page 10.

Pet Blues

Lock 20 Park Pavilion 
is dedicated to two Mar-
cy residents. Page 8.

Pavilion Honors
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‘Go Green’ Project Just a Start,
16th Tax Decrease, Pool Update

by 
BRIAN N. SCALA
Town Supervisor

Pump Station/Codes En-
forcement Office on Schar-
bach Drive. Prior to this, the 
County only had two other 
certified drop off points, 
J-Kay Lumber and Oneida 
Herkimer Solid Waste Au-
thority (OHSWA) on Leland 
Avenue in Utica.

On November 26, En-
ergy Bags were given to all 
Oneida County Legislators. 
Legislator Rick Flisnik and 
I delivered these bags so the 
rest of the County could see 
what we did in Marcy, pro-
viding energy options to our 
residents to become more 
energy efficient, and that our 
Town was putting 6.6 million 
kilowatt hours back on the 
power grid for others to use 
at a savings of $1.4 million 
dollars over the life of the 
CFL bulbs. We want others 
to take our lead.

But this project was just 
a beginning. We are look-
ing into LED street lighting, 
but feel this is a few years 
away in providing the proper 
lighting needed. This would 
be a huge savings for us. We 
would like ideas from you. 
What should are 2009 energy 
saving project be? At our 
October 23rd Town Board 
meeting, we passed a resolu-
tion to set up an annual ac-
count titled ‘Environmental 

Education’. It is funded by 
items we recycle and receive 
payment for, so no tax dol-
lars would be used. So please 
get with your families and 
send us your energy saving 
ideas.

As I stated in my letter that 
was in your Energy Bag, this 
project could not have taken 
place without our ‘Go Green 
Committee.’ To each of them 
a special THANKS for your 
hard work and dedication to 
your community.

BUDGET CONTAINS 
16TH TAX DECREASE

The 2009 budget for the 
General Fund, Highway, 
Sanitation, Water and Sewer 
Departments was approved 
on October 23. This budget 
totals $4,653,050, an increase 
of 2.3%.

General Fund - $1,215,050, 
up $74,000 from 2008 bud-
get. Main increases are in: 
assessment challenges, con-
sultants and legal fees for 
Town Hall building litigation, 
Master Plan Update, interest 
for re-roofing project. No tax 
under General Fund.

Highway - $1,193,000, up 
$12,500 from 2008 budget. 
Main increases for salaries 
and fuel. Collecting $4,000 
more in taxes, tax rate up 
slightly.

FROM THE SUPERVISOR

Sanitation - $730,000, up 
$34,000 from 2008 budget. 
Sole increase is due to fuel 
expense, prior years it was 
paid under the Highway De-
partment. Tax amount the 
same, tax rate lower.

Water - $ 140,000, down 
$20,000 from 2008 budget. 
Decrease in debt principal. 
Taxes lowered $10,000, tax 
rate lower.

Sewer - $ 1,375,000, up 
$3500 from 2008 budget. 
Property tax lowered by 
$10,000, tax rate lower. 
Sewer usage tax remains the 
same.

The good news is that we 
will reduce taxes by $16,000 
or 1.1%. This is the 16th tax 
decrease that I have submit-
ted and has been approved 
by the Town Board. The 
Town collects property taxes 
only for: Highway, Sanita-
tion, Water, Sewer and four 
Lighting Districts. 

New to the project process 
this year was an assessment 
exemption report. Every 
parcel in Town has an assess-
ment assigned to it; in our 
case 78.8% of these parcels 
are TAX EXEMPT. This 
means I can only use a tax-
able base of the remainder or 
21.2%. The majority of our 
tax exempt properties are 
SUNY IT, New York Power 

GO GREEN PROJECT 
JUST A START

On a rainy Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, I saw an idea become 
a reality. With many volun-
teers, 2050 Energy Bags were 
delivered to every home in 
our Town in two-and-a-half 
hours.

My thanks to all volunteer 
groups and individuals that 
delivered your energy bag.

The Energy Bag contained 
numerous energy savings tips 
from New York State Energy 
Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA), 
New York Power Authority, 
National Grid and our Busi-
ness Partners. To get each of 
you to believe in this Energy 
Bag, six compact fluorescent 
light bulbs were included, 
providing an immediate en-
ergy savings of 75%. These 
CFL bulbs are the next 
generation bulb as they only 
contain 1mg of mercury. 
Also in your bag was a flyer 
from Oneida-Herkimer Solid 
Waste Authority explaining 
how to handle and dispose of 
fluorescent bulbs.

By the time you read this 
article, the Town will be a 
certified drop off point for 
any fluorescent bulbs. The 
Town will use the Town Hall 
at 8801 Paul Becker Road 
and the Mohawk Street 
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Authority, Marcy and Mid-
State Correction Facilities, 
Central New York Psychi-
atric Center and those that 
have payment in lieu of 
taxes (PILOT Programs). 

With the economy hav-
ing severe problems, I will 
need to monitor our reve-
nue sources even more and 
should they be affected, 
expenses will have to be 
reduced even further.

All department heads 
were advised in writing 
that the items we control, 
we have to do a better job. 
Then again, with a 16th tax 
decrease, everyone is doing 
a pretty good job!

POOL UPDATE
At our September 25th 

Town Board meeting, a 
resolution was approved 
to authorize McDonald & 
Monterose Architects to re-
view in detail the cost to fix 
the pool building, pool, and 
filtration system. A plan 
to take down the existing 
facility will be provided as 
well. Once this information 
is available, it will be pro-
vided to all our residents 
for your input.

Should you have a ques-
tion, concern or a prob-
lem, please contact me 
at 724-1565 or 768-4800 
ext 240, or by e-mail at 
marcysupv@roadrunner.com 
or brian.scala@townofmarcy.
org.

Please have a safe winter 
season and Happy Holidays 
to your family.

Fine Arts 
At Town Hall

Please go to townofmarcy.
org for more progam and 
registration info or call Pat 
Clark at 768-4800 x 239

Calligraphy Class
With Angela Mae Abbene.
$30 fee includes materials.
Tuesdsays, 10-11:30 a.m.
8 weeks, Jan. 13 to March 3

Watercolor Workshop 
for Children
With Angela Mae Abbene.
Children must be at least 5 
years old.
$20 fee per session.
Two 5-week sessions      
Saturdays, 10- 11:30  
Session 1
January 10 to February 7
Session 2 
February 28 to March 28

Fitness 
At Town Hall

Go to townofmarcy.org for 
more program and registration 
info or call Pat Clark at 768-
4800 x 239 to register.

Arthritis Foundation 
Tai Chi Program
8 weeks
Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m.
January 14 to March 4
No Fee - Free

Step Aerobics for Adults 
with Katie Kokoszki.
Get fit with this new exciting 
10-week program. 
Saturdays 10-11 a.m.
January 10 to February 7
February 28 to March 28
(Hey Mom or Dad, drop off 
your child for Watercolor 
Workshop and get in shape at 
the same time!)
$20 registration fee; we’ll 
provide the step.

Lou and Barb Casatelli were among the participants in 
the free workshop, “Taking Control of Arthritis,” held 
in October at the Town Hall. Sponsored by the Arthritis 
Foundation of New York, this three-week program was well 
received and helped participants deal with arthritis. The 
Arthritis Foundation will sponsor a Tai Chi program start-
ing in January that will also contribute to participants’ 
quality of life. 

Maynard Fire President Randy Caldwell (left) and Fire Commis-
sioners Chairman John Messina spoke prior to the ground-
breaking for a $2.3 million expansion and renovation project, 
which drew a crowd of firefighters, auxiliary members and other 
officials on Sept. 26. See Page 1.

Swimming at SUNYIT
4-week program
Tues. & Thurs., 6-8 p.m.
Saturdays 10-12 noon.
March 17 to Apr. 11

See townofmarcy.org 
for more program info and 
registration or call Pat Clark 
768-4800 x 239.

Maynard FD Groundbreaking
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By using these six light 
bulbs, residents “will start 
using 75 percent less energy,” 
said Town Supervisor Brian 
Scala. Over the life of these 
light bulbs, 10,000 hours, 
residents “will save $646.”

“The Town will use 6.6-
million fewer kilowatt hours 
for a reduction in energy of 
$1.4 million.” 

The 6.6-million kilowatt 
hours saved over the life of 
the CFL bulbs will result in a 
reduction of 10,131,000 tons 
of CO2, equivalent to remov-
ing 880 cars off the road, 
Scala said.

The Energy Bags and light 
bulbs were made available at 
no cost to taxpayers, thanks 
to organizations and busi-

MARCY GOES GREEN    Continued from Page 1

nesses that partnered with the 
town by offering discounts, 
donations and grants.

“Forty-three partners 
donated funds to purchase 
this new next-generation, 
low-mercury CFL bulb only 
manufactured by Earthmate,” 
Scala noted. 

“Bulbs are wrapped in re-
cycled material, with instruc-

Energy Bags filled the Town Hall prior to volunteers delivering them to households.

tions printed with soy ink.”
“The Town of Marcy wants 

to take the lead in changing 
its carbon footprint and hopes 
other communities will do the 
same,” he added. 

“It has been our sole goal 
to educate our residents in 
using less energy and to be-
come more energy efficient.”

ABOVE: Paul Thompson talked about 
energy literacy at the “Marcy Goes 
Green” media day. He is energy pro-
gram coordinator for the Central New 
York Regional Planning & Develop-
ment Board.

RIGHT: Supervisor Brian Scala ad-
dressed news media and guests at 
the media day. With him were town 
councilmen Keith Schuderer, Bren-
don Candella and James Goodman.
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Partners Help Marcy Go Green
Thanks to sponsoring partners, the Town of Marcy recently began a “Green Project,” distrib-
uting over 2,000 Energy Bags to every home in the town. One of the Green Project partners 
was Walmart Distribution Center in Marcy. Here Walmart Human Resource Manager Laura 
Chance presents a check for $2,500 to Town Supervisor Brian Scala.

Town Supervisor Brian Scala thanked Paul Thompson of the Central New York Regional Plan-
ning & Development Board for his assistance in preparing for “Marcy Goes Green” Project 
and NYSERDA’s donation of $6,600. At right, he discussed the project’s Energy Bag distribu-
tion with television news media from Utica and Syracuse.

Marcy’s Green Project Partners were recognized in a Town Hall display.

GREEN 
PARTNERS
NYSERDA
Earthmate
New York Power Authority
Wal-Mart Distribution Center
Price Chopper
National Grid
Soggs Property Group
Beebe Construction
Countryside Stove & Chimney, & 

Riverside Pools
Hilton & Powers CPAs
Marcy Chamber of Commerce
McDonald & Monterose Architects
Shumaker Engineering
Deans Paving
Bridenbecker Sales & Service
Car-Li Home Builders
G – 5 Engraving
Majka Construction
Sure Seal
Mulligan Builders
Impressions Limo
Stevener Backhoe
Day Scarafile & Read
Vince’s UPULL It
Harbor Auto 
Paolozzi Car World
Inserra’s Floor Covering
Grippe’s Hair Styling
Quick Change
Mohawk Valley Oil
Beaton Industrial
Advanced Tool
Beacon Federal
Conservative Petroleum
JSL Construction
Marcy Self-Serve Car Wash
Anson Construction Co. Inc.
Professional Transmission
Lisa Hammond State Farm Ins.
Cusworth Door
Bernie Hills Construction
Kalex Energy Co.
R.E. Stevener Heating
Bob Lynn Septic Tank & Sewer Cleaning
Celia Construction
Marcy Mart/Alberico’s Pizzeria
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Rain Doesn’t Dampen Spirit Thanks to Planning, Good Volunteers
By PAT CLARK 

How do you deliver an 
energy bag to every home in 
Marcy, over 2000, in under 
three hours?

For Jim Goodman and my-
self, the answer was simple 
when you have a Planning 
Board wiz like Bob Lambe 
who can break the town up 
into 48 quadrants, have two 
of the finest volunteer fire de-
partments anywhere, a crack 
highway and public works 
department, Boy Scout Troop, 
energetic seniors, young 
athletes (along with parents, 
of course), Parent Teacher 
Organization, and just town 
citizens who care, and no 
problem - done!

Of course, the bags just 
don’t fall from the sky; it 
starts with getting area spon-
sors, then getting everything 
to our town building. Then 
with the help of a dozen or 
so volunteers, put the bags 
together in the basement. 
Jim conceived an assembly 
line that would make Henry 
Ford proud. Our basement 
had turned into a sea of green 

bags. You don’t know what 
some 12,000 light bulbs and 
over 2000 bags looks like until 
you see them all in one space 
– pretty impressive. There was 
one problem; we had to move 
them upstairs after the close 
of business the Friday before 
the 25th. That would take a lot 
younger legs then ours. The 
solution - Pop Warner athletes. 
A phone call to coach Rich 
Deperno achieved that and 
with part of his team and help 
of a couple of other volun-
teers, the feat was completed 
in a dizzying 1 hour and 15 
minutes! 

The upstairs bags had to 
be strategically placed in the 
afore-mentioned 48 quadrants 
to be ready the next morning. 
Each group or individual de-
liverer would be given a map 
with the road or part of a road 
they would cover and a cor-
responding list of addresses to 
go with it. We can really ap-
preciate the size of our Town 
Building more now, knowing 
it took just about every square 
inch of the upstairs to fit all 48 
quadrants. Sheri Sblendorio 
and another Pop Warner moth-

er carefully counted bags for 
each quadrant.

The weather Friday the 24th 
and Sunday the 26th were per-
fect, but Saturday, which was 
supposed to be nice, wasn’t. 

We were worried the rain 
would dampen some enthusi-
asm, but I was reassured when 
speaking to senior Mickey 
Scott. I found out she had 
served in the British RAF dur-
ing WWII, had her “brolley” 
(umbrella) in hand, and was 
ready for action.

Since the Fire Departments 
had a big piece of the Marcy 
map, we had to get them out 
first. While they filled up 
their trucks, it gave other vol-
unteers time to kibitz a little 
over a cup of coffee. Everyone 
showed patience while listen-
ing to me go through some 
obvious safety tips. They must 
have been listening because 
no one reported getting bit by 
man or dog.     

I can’t say it was all fine 
clockwork. My Uncle Carl 
(McCurry) who teamed up 
with Connie DeSantis and her 
friend, Colleen Edgin, came 
back a half hour later to report, 

“The fire Department is doing 
our route!” Not surprising, 
with unbridled enthusiasm the 
MFD was doing all of Mor-
ris Road instead of part of it. 
Unfazed, Uncle Carl and crew 
accepted an alternative route 
and went out again - thanks. 

I also went out, when De-
nise Dispirito from the PTO, 
came in and reported she 
was short of bags because 
she went off the map into the 
Town of Trenton. We went 
out and retrieved a couple of 
the bags and delivered them 
to the homes that didn’t get 
them. I got to talk with De-
nise and found out she was 
good friends with my good 
friends, the Hokes of Marcy.  
We shared some stories about 
them.  I hoped similar things 
like that happened to other 
people helping that day.  

At any rate, Jim Goodman 
and I, with the help of a lot 
of people, have organized a 
parade and delivery of light 
bulbs around the town. We 
both see parades a lot different 
now, and screwing in a light 
bulb won’t be the same for us 
anymore either.

Parks-Recreation-
Cultural Direc-
tor Pat Clark and 
Councilman Jim 
Goodman address 
volunteers prior to 
sending them out in 
the rain to deliver 
Energy Bags.

Photos by 
Marianne 
Buttenschon
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Highway Department employees were among those who helped to distribute Energy Bags. 
From left: Alan Bradley, Josh Scortino, Jim Cheyne, Vito Scortino and Pat Van Hatten.

Judges pitched in to help distribute Energy Bags, including Family Court Judge Randy 
Caldwell, and Town Justices Don Buttenschon and Dave Kozyra.

Here are some of the 
volunteers that braved the 
rain to deliver energy bags to 
towns people. If anyone was 
missed, apologies. I know that 
some firefighters from both 
Maynard and Stittville didn’t 
have time to sign in. 

-- Pat Clark  

Sean Arnold
Roberta Binford
Alan Bradley
Don, Jerrad and Marianne 

Buttenschen
Jeff Cardinal
Anthony Casey
Jim Cheyne
Richard and Kay Christensen
Gene Chrzan
Laura Clark
Steve Crane
Clayton and Matthew 

Countryman
Daniel Crossway
Connie DeSantis
Denise and Natalie Dispirito
Sophie Duda
Joe Dunn
Joe Dunn III
Lisa, Mackenzie and Ian 

Emery
Fred Earl
Gerry Doyle
Jesse Edgin
Valerie Falchi
Ilene Friot

Robert Girard
Don Hartshorn
Gavin Hayes
Kristin Hoffman
Corey Howell
Colleen Johnson
Ted Kogut
Dave Kozyra
Lou Lombard
Joe Mack
Rob Marriott
Carl McCurry
Pat McKenney
Kevin Monaghan
Michael Mosher
Bill Murphy
Pat Nemeyer

Volunteers Who Braved the Rain to Deliver Energy Bags

Pat O’Connor
Bill Owen Jr.
Jared A. Pearl
Nick Petronella
William Pouliot
Rene Proulx
Timothy Russell
Jason, Bryan & Sharon Scala
Beth and Sean Scarafile
Keith Schuderer
Mike Schultz
Mickey Scott
Deanna, Marleigh, Mikayla 

Scialdone
Terri, Joshua, Jessica and Vito 

Sciortino

Ray Sherman
Kristen Shulsky
Brian Smith
Paul Smyth
Jason Steria
Dave Strzepek
Bob, Andrew Sblendorio
Dale Sutherland
Neil Sutherland
Ryan Swierczek
Zachary and Dorothy Tauss
Pat VanHatten
Fred Wehrenberg
Thomas Williams
Francine and Allie Whitney
Sonya Zielinski
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Property Taxes Are Due Jan. 31
By GINA M. SCHILLACI
Marcy Receiver of Taxes

Regarding the 2009 Town of Marcy & Oneida County Prop-
erty Tax Bills (mailed December 2008):

• Tax bills must be paid in full by Jan. 31 to avoid penalties.
• If your property is escrowed, the bank receives the bill; 

once it is paid by bank, a receipt is automatically mailed 
to property owners.

• If you receive a bill and it should be paid by bank, or if 
you don’t have an escrow and don’t receive your tax bill, 
please call Tax Collector office.

• Property owners are responsible for tax bills whether a bill 
is received or not, per law.

• Taxes can also be paid in February or March but with pen-
alties and fees.

• After March 31, taxes must be paid to Oneida County Fi-
nance.

• Be sure to read the insert enclosed with tax bill for spe-
cific tax collection times to pay in person; or you can pay 
by mail, or leave in locked drop box.

Have a Safe & Happy Holiday Season! See you in 2009!

Cut out and keep on hand:

Exemptions, Address Changes, Assessments, or 
Grievance Information: 
• Marcy Assessor Office: 315-768-4800, ext 228 or 229

Unpaid tax bills for Prior Years:  
• Oneida Co. Finance: 315-798-5754 
800 Park Ave., Utica, NY 13501

Property Tax Collection: January through March:  
• Marcy Receiver of Taxes: 315-768-4800 ext. 227

School Tax Collection:  September through November:
Whitesboro or Oriskany School District: 315-736-9061
Holland Patent School District:  (315) 865-6012

Water and/or Sewer Billing: 
Mohawk Valley Water Authority (MVWA): 315-792-0301 

The Marcy Chamber of 
Commerce board decided to 
honor Frank Gruenewald and 
Everett Smith for their long-
time service to the improve-
ment and use of Lock 20 Park 
on the Barge Canal.

In a ceremony held Oct. 
8, the chamber dedicated the 

park pavilion to Gruenwald 
and Smith. Both men are 
long-time chamber members 
and town residents, and “both 
men have been presenting 
the summer-long ‘Betsy the 
Barge’ free concerts at Lock 
20 for the past 23 years,” said 
Chamber President Carl An-

nese. In addition, Annese not-
ed, “Frank and Everett raised 
nearly $20,000 needed for the 
construction of the 200-seat 
pavilion.”

Built in 1995, the pavilion 
has been used for concerts, 
family picnics, weddings, 
meetings and other activities.

“Frank and Everett are plan-
ning now for the 2009 ‘Betsy’ 
summer concert season,” An-
nese added.

In a letter to Town Supervi-
sor Brian Scala, the chamber 
president thanked the Town 
Board “for its long-time sup-
port of the activities overseen 
by Frank and Everett at the 
Lock 20 pavilion.”

He added: “I’m sure you 
and the board know that nei-
ther Frank nor Everett take a 
dime of the income raised to 
sponsor the summer concerts, 
clean the restrooms, and to 
provide free shore power for 
boats tied up overnight at the 
Lock 20 dock.”

Among the dignitaries at-
tending the dedication were 
Supervisor Scala, Council-
men Keith Schuderer and Jim 
Goodman, Town Clerk Fran-
cine Broccoli, and Assembly-
woman RoAnn Destito.

Pavilion Dedicated to Frank Gruenwald, Everett Smith

The Lock 20 Park Pavilion has been used for concerts, family picnics, weddings, meetings 
and other activities -- such as the 175th town anniversary parade and fest shown here. The 
pavilion was dedicated Oct. 8 to Frank Gruenwald and Everett Smith.
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BE SAFE THIS HOLIDAY

Public Works Department    By TIM RUSSELL

Holidays a Stressful
Time for Pets

By GAIL CHARBONEAU
Dog Control Officer

Richard Quigley has as-
sumed his duties as Assistant 
Code Enforcement Officer 
after successfully completing 
courses required  by NY State.

The Sewer Department con-
tinues with cleaning, maintain-
ing and monitoring all pump 
stations to insure they are in 
proper working order. Please 
call with questions regarding 
Zoning, Building or Inspection 
and for those spring and sum-
mer projects. This winter is a 
good time to start planning.

Safety First
It’s time to decorate inside 

and out. Remember to check 
your holiday light strings for 
broken bulbs and frayed wires 
before you plug them in. If 
you are planning outdoor 
lights, make sure they are 
rated for exterior use. Don’t 
overload receptacles or fuses/
circuit breakers. Follow the 
installation instructions. Also, 
remember to check the batter-
ies in your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors.

Candles are very nice with 
the low flickering light and 
sweet aromas. Never place 
candles on anything that 
is combustible, use proper 
candle holders and extinguish 
them when leaving the room. 
Don’t allow candles in chil-
dren’s bedrooms or play areas. 
It only takes a second for that 
pretty candle to become your 
worst nightmare. 

Please have a safe and 
Happy Holiday season.

The Holiday Season is 
upon us, and it behooves us 
to remember that holidays 
are often not fun for our pets. 
We humans tend to turn the 
household upside down with 
decorations, guests, and a 
disrupted life pattern. The 
kids are home from school 
and all excited about the 
upcoming festivities. Food 
habits change and so does 
the amount of food that is 
often on countertops, in 
candy bowls, or surviving as 
leftovers. 

Some words to the wise 
here. Our animals cannot tol-
erate chocolate or other can-
dies. They should not have 
leftovers – despite that plead-
ingly soft look in their eyes 
– as the result is often stom-
ach pain and ensuing other 
discomforts. Decorations can 
be poisonous as is tinsel for 
cats. Those bright, wavering 
pieces of glitter entice kitty 
as much as the occasional 
errant house mouse! Plant 
leaves, particularly poinsettia 
at Christmas, are poisonous 
if eaten and this plant can be 

found ornamenting fireplace 
hearths or stairways. In other 
words, well within reach of 
Fido or Kitty Cat.

Although you enjoy most of 
your guests and relatives, your 
animals may not like them. 
There are more small bites 
over holidays than any other 
time as the kids are running, 
shrieking, and pulling ears 
and tails, stepping on animals 
or whacking them with some 
flying toy. Ordinarily friendly 
Fido can go ballistic here and 
exhibit totally atypical behav-
ior. Separate your animal from 
the chaos. Keep its sleeping 
favorite spot sacrosanct and 
private. Remember, they get 
unusually tired, too.

As Dog Control Officer, 
however, my biggest worry 
is dogs that slip through 
doors when one greets 

guests. Perhaps you have a 
person house-sitting your 
animal and your animal 
bolts through the door. Your 
animal needs consistency 
– it doesn’t just enjoy it. 
When patterns change, our 
animals experience anxiety 
– as heightened as it can 
be when we take them to 
the Vet. Further, indoor 
animals frequently do not 
wear their identifying tags. 
Some 80% of lost dogs are 
never returned to their own-
ers. Add to this the dangers 
of the road, snow and cold 
weather, your house pet can 
quickly become disoriented 
and weather threatened. The 
loss of a beloved pet can be 
as acute as the loss of a fam-
ily member. Protect yourself 
from an unnecessary loss due 
to carelessness.

Town Board 
Meeting Dates

These meeting dates 
were to be discussed and 
approved at the December 
18th meeting. 

All town board meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m. unless 
noted otherwise. 

January 8 
January 15 

(6:30 p.m., annual 
accounting, followed 
by joint meeting with 
Planning and Zoning 
Boards to review Master 
Plan.)

January 29 
February 26 
March 26 
April 23 
May 21 
June 25 
July 23 
August 27 
September 24 
October 8 

(sole purpose of setting 
public hearing for 2010 
budget 10/29/09) 

October 29 
November 19 
December 17 

Open Positions
On Planning/Zoning

Anyone interested in fill-
ing open positions on the 
Planning/Zoning Boards 
may send a letter of interest 
to the town clerk by Dec. 
31.

Send News and Photos 
Email your news & photos to:
news@stronachassociates.com. 
For student recognition, have 
the college send a notice.

DEADLINES:
      Spring ‘09:  Feb. 4
   Summer ‘09:  April 21
          Fall ‘09: Aug. 3
Winter ‘09-10:  Oct. 26
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Boy Scout Troop 79 and 
Cub Scout Pack 79 would 
like to thank the Town for 
the use of the Marcy Town 
Hall for their meetings 
while the firehouse is being 
remodeled.

Both the Boy Scouts and 
the Cub Scouts always wel-
come new members.

BOY SCOUTS
Troop 79 would like to 

thank town residents that 

donated canned goods and 
other non-perishable food 
for the Annual Scouting for 
Food on Nov. 15. This an-
nual event has helped the 
troop join other troops in 
the Revolutionary Trails 
Council to fill local food 
pantry shelves and allevi-
ate hunger in the Mohawk 
Valley.

Scouts were also proud 
to help the Town distribute 
Energy Bags for the Marcy 

Check the next issue of 
Marcy Matters for details.

CUB SCOUTS
Pack 79 has been busy 

with several scheduled 
events such as Bingo night 
in November,  Salvation 
Army bell ringing, and car-
oling at a nursing home. 

The Annual Pinewood 
Derby model car race will 
be held at 6 p.m. Jan. 25 
in the Town Hall. Pre-race 
night will be on Jan. 24 for 
car weigh-ins and practice 
runs. Everyone is welcome.

The pack is  always 
looking for boys, grades 1-
5, to come and join the fun 
activities. 

Contact the Cubmaster 
at tommg@dreamscape.
com or by calling 736-
2306.

SCOUTING NEWS: NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Pinewood Derby carsPinewood Derby cars

Marcy has invested hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars in sewers, water and 
roads over the years, another 
$100,000 to update its master 
plan (incorporating “Green 
Space” recommendations 
coming out of Albany), and 
has worked with the state, 
county and SUNY IT to de-
velop a nanotechnology site 
that would be attractive for a 
high-tech company to build 
on. Plus the state recently has 
awarded $24 million for addi-
tional site improvements.

Yet, that’s exactly where 
New York Regional Intercon-
nect (NYRI) wants to build 
power lines.

Town Supervisor Brian Sca-
la made those comments Oct. 
22 at a NYRI public hearing 
held at Mohawk Valley Com-
munity College.

Town Supervisor Testifies, Urges ‘No’ to NYRI Power Lines

Plus, he noted, “NYRI has 
never met with town officials 
to discuss this plan and loca-
tion of a substation and its 
power lines.”

Scala said the town would 
not provide NYRI with “any 
waivers to our regulations, 
especially to build a substa-
tion on property zoned resi-
dential.”

As for the transmission 

lines, he said, “NYRI has 
proposed going through the 
Marcy nano site located at 
SUNY IT, property west of 
Edic Road, rending this parcel 
useless.”

Since 1999, he noted, 
Marcy worked on changing 
the zoning for SUNY IT to 
planned development to at-
tract a micro chip or nanotech 
company. 

Town Supervisor Brian Scala

“The zoning was changed 
in April 2001. This site is our 
region’s sole chance of eco-
nomic recovery. Let me state 
this again. This site is our 
region’s sole chance of eco-
nomic recovery.”

Noting the need for high 
paying jobs, the town supervi-
sor said: “We have positioned 
ourselves to compete for nano-
technology companies to build 
in Marcy and to be associated 
with New York State College 
– SUNY IT. This is our dream, 
not more power lines.”

He said NYRI has not 
shown the need for the proj-
ect, “let alone destroying 
every community it wants to 
run through with its power 
lines.” He asked the commis-
sion conducting the hearing 
to not allow NYRI to build in 
Marcy.

Goes Green project.
The Boy Scouts will be 

holding a bottle and can 
drive in January to raise 
money to attend a histori-
cal trail camping event to 
Boston in May 2009 and 
summer camp at Camp 
Russell in August. Date, 
time and location to be an-
nounced.

The Scouts are planning 
an annual Lasagna Dinner 
to be held in the spring. 
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KEEP MAILBOXES, HYDRANTS CLEAR

Highway & Sanitation Dept. Notes      By PAT VanHATTEN

As I write this column I feel 
like we, the New York taxpayers, 
are on the Titanic heading rapidly 

toward an ice-
berg! With each 
passing day we 
hear of the state’s 
growing deficit 
as OUR savings 
and retirement 
plans shrink! We 
continue to pay 

the price for decades of inefficient 
government and bloated spending. 

At the county level we continue 
to get socked with unfunded man-
dates. The state’s Medicaid Cap 
merely slowed down the size of 
increases passed down to counties. 
This year’s increase is expected 
to be almost $1 1/2 million more! 
Increases in Education of Handi-
capped Children and TANF (temp 
assistance for needy families) con-
tinue to have a substantial impact 
on our budget. 

This does not absolve the 
county’s responsibility in spend-
ing your hard earned tax dollars. I 
have heard from many of you per-
taining to Oneida County’s 2009 
Budget as did fellow legislators. 
The message was loud and clear! 
A proposed 8.9 % property tax 
increase was not acceptable and 
one taxpayers could not afford - I 
could not agree with you more.

There are a few positive signs 
that are worth mentioning: A con-
tinued cooperation between the 
county and town DPWs in regards 
to shared services (such as plow-
ing, ditching, and road striping), 
A Charter Reform Committee 
recommendation for the reduc-
tion in the number of legislators 
(I strongly supported), and county 
financial support to fight NYRI.

Rick Flisnik

Legislator
Thoughts
by RICK FLISNIK 
County LegislatorThe Marcy Highway De-

partment is ready for another 
winter season, It seems as 
if we just removed the plow 
and sanding equipment from 
our vehicles.The Highway 
Department, along with you 
all, has struggled with high 
operating and fuel cost this 
past summer season, and now 
salt prices have risen drasti-
cally to add to the pain. 

This time of year it is a 
good time to review Winter 
Safety tips.
SAFETY NOTES

Depositing snow and ice on 
roadways or plowing snow 
across roadways is a violation 
of section 214 of the New 
York State Highway Law. 

Please slow down, leave 
extra time to reach your des-

tination, clear snow off your 
vehicle. 

Please show courtesy to 
plow and sander operators, 
giving them room to work 
and back up. 

Keep mailboxes clear for 
carriers, they are homeown-
ers’ responsibility.

Keep FIRE HYDRANTS 
clear for emergency use.

Keep parked vehicles off 
the roadways. 

Also Note: Marcy High-
way Dept. maintains town 
and county roads during the 
snow season. New York State 
Dept. of Transportation main-
tains State roads 49, 12, 790, 
and Oneida County maintains 
291, 365. Please have a safe 
winter season on the roads 
and highways. 
 

Sanitation 
Schedule 

Your 3-year Town of Mar-
cy Sanitation Schedule will 
expire at the end of 2008. 
A new 3-year schedule is in 
the works and will be hand 
delivered, weather permit-
ting, around the first of the 
new year There are no major 
changes planned; however, 
residents are asked to please 
review and save the sched-
ules for future reference. 
Information will also be up-
dated online at townofmarcy.
org.

Christmas tree collection 
will be the week of January 
19, 2009. DO NOT PLACE 
OUT IN PLASTIC BAGS.  
Thank you.

By CAROL ZEGARELLI
Marcy Post Office

The Marcy Post Office is 
ready to serve you in person, 
and the Postal Service is 
ready to serve you online at  
USPS.com.

Did you know:
• You can save a trip to the 

Post Office and order stamps 
online.

• You can have mail held 
while traveling. Visit usps.
com and submit a “hold 
mail” request.

• If moving, you can sub-
mit a change of address on 
the website.

• You can request carrier 
pickup, and your carrier will 
pick up your “click and ship” 
parcels at your home or of-
fice.

• You can order Priority 
and Express Mailing supplies 
online, free of charge.

- You can pay your PO Box 
rental fee online at usps.com.

These are just a few of the 
services available at your 

fingertips on your computer 
from home or office.

The Marcy Post Office 
processes passport books and 
passport cards. Photos are 
also available, with no ap-
pointment necessary. Call for 
details at 736-7072.

With winter’s arrival, 
please take a 
look at your 
mailbox. The 
door should 
close securely, 
the post should 
be upright, and 
the approach 
to your mailbox 
should be clear of 
snow to ensure safe 
and efficient mail 

delivery.

INFO FROM MARCY POST OFFICE 
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MARCY TOWN BOARD MEMBERS
Scala, Brian N.  Supervisor 6342 Hidden Meadow Drive, Marcy – Phone and Fax 724-1565
  Municipal Building – 768-4800 Ext. 240
Candella, Brendon Councilman 9256 River Rd., Marcy, NY 13403 – 736-7675
Goodman, James P. Councilman 9201 Kennedy Road, Marcy – 736-6236
Gregory-Salvo, Kathleen A.Councilwoman 9228 Kennedy Road, Marcy – 796-2109, 736-5806 (Fax)
Schuderer, Keith Deputy Supervisor/Councilman 9122 River Road, Marcy – Phone and Fax 736-7262
OTHER MARCY OFFICIALS
Ball, Raymond Town Historian 9975 Morgan Road, Marcy – 724-0994; 768-4800 Ext. 226
Broccoli, Francine Town Clerk Municipal Building, Marcy –  768-4800 Ext. 222 – 768-1305 (Fax)
Buttenschon, Donald Town Justice Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 – 768-1308 (Fax)
Charboneau, Gail Dog Control Officer 865-6615
Clark, Patrick Parks/Recreation Director 8801 Paul Becker Rd. – 768-4800 Ext. 239 (messages)
Doyle, Gerry  President, Marcy Seniors 5819 Linda Drive, Marcy – 733-8456
Fairbrother, Donald Constable Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800
Flisnik, Richard Oneida County Legislator Fox Road, Marcy – 865-8707
Gruenewald, Frank Special Projects Coord. 9981 Hillside Terrace, Marcy – 732-0696
Kozyra, David W. Town Justice Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800
Lambe, Robert Planning Board Chair  5847 Cedar Ave. – 736-6627
Russell, Tim Public Works Adm. Mohawk St., Marcy – 736-0205 (Phone/Fax)
 Sewer Inspector, Zoning Codes Officer 
Scharbach, Bernadette Court Clerk Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 224, 768-1308 (Fax)
Schillaci, Gina Tax Collector Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 227, 768-1306 (Fax)
              ginaschillaci.taxcollector@townofmarcy.org
Schmitt, William P. Town Attorney Municipal Building, Marcy
Sciortino, Terri Court Clerk Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 223, 768-1308 (Fax)
Smith, Paul Assessor Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 228, 768-1307 (Fax)
Sorrell, Carson Zoning Board Chairman 9707 Toby Road, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 230, 724-7975
Stronach, Mary & Bob Editor, Marcy Matters P.O. Box 477, Marcy – 796-9284, 800-986-0423 (Fax), news@stronachassociates.com
VanHatten, Patrick Superintendent of Hwys. Highway Sanitation Building, Toby Road, Marcy – 865-8223 (Phone/Fax)
Wrobel, Lori Planning/Zoning Secty. Municipal Building – 768-4800 Ext. 231 

MARCY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Everett Smith Secretary P.O. Box 429, Marcy – 865-6144 (Phone/Fax)

Maynard Fire Dept. Station One, Maynard Drive, Marcy - Business Office 732-8181; Station Two, Church Road, Marcy, NY
 Chief Bill Gagnon -- 723-0098;  President Randy Caldwell
 Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners: John Messina – 732-3724
Stittville Fire Dept. Main Street, Stittville - Business Office 865-4531
 Chief Neil Sutherland – 865-4062; President Edward Niedzielski 
 Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners: William Blust – 865-4930

CONTACT  LIST       

TOWN OF MARCY 
www.townofmarcy.org

MUNICIPAL BUILDING (Town Hall)
8801 Paul Becker Rd.
Marcy, NY 13403

Phone Numbers
315-768-4800

315-768-1305 (FAX)
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