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SANTA COMES 
TO MARCY 
ON DEC. 17

Santa Claus will visit the 
Town of Marcy on Saturday, 
Dec. 17, thanks to the Maynard 
Fire Department.

Instead of a sleigh and rein-
deer (who are resting up for the 
Christmas Eve trek), Santa will 
travel the length and breadth of 
Marcy (Maynard Fire District) 
on a fire truck. So when you 
hear a siren on that day, poke 
your head out the door and 
wave to the jolly ole saint.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST TEACHES FIRE SAFETY
Maynard Fire Department Trustee John Messina and Firefighter Chris Reed pose with fire 
safety drawing contest winners from Marcy Elementary School. Students made the draw-
ings during a pancake breakfast sponsored by the Maynard Auxiliary. See PAGE 3. 

Supervisor
Another tax decrease!

- PAGE 2 -

Highway  
Common sense snow tips.
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Homeowners 
are responsible 
for keeping 
mailboxes 
clear of snow.

Please help 
clear out fire 
hydrants... 
in case of an 
emergency.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT’S 
WINTER REMINDERS



2 winter 2016-2017

 

2017 Budget & 24th Tax Decrease, Sales Tax Issue,
And National Grid Assessment Challenge Update

by BRIAN N. SCALA, Town Supervisor

stated, and I quote, “My office has spent the last 
four months reviewing every Town and Village Bud-
get as well as other formulas throughout the State. 
I will now assemble a committee to come together 
and make a final recommendation for a new for-
mula. I will serve on it, as will the Chairman of the 
Board of legislators, Majority and Minority Lead-
ers, the Mayors of Utica and Rome and three Town 
representatives selected by the President of the As-
sociation of Towns. I will insist upon a final recom-
mendation by January 1st.”

• We do not have the current formula, never pro-
vided, even when asked.

• What is wrong with the current formula?
• How can anyone go into this committee not 

knowing what the County is looking for? Cannot 
play the game if we don’t have the facts?

• Why weren’t City Budgets looked at? Of course, 
Utica and Rome will want more funding, they have 
to rely on NYS funding to balance their budgets 
now.

• The President of the County Association of 
Towns has NO authority to select anyone to repre-
sent the Town of Marcy. And no Village representa-
tives asked for?

The County Executive should have met with the 
Town Supervisors and Village Mayors to advise us 
how much funding he wants to take; we sure will 
not be receiving more. This is the group that con-
trols the finances, not a ‘Town representative’.

What doesn’t make sense here, if the County has 
to raise taxes in 2018 and for the following years, 
then do so. Taking sales tax away means every 
Town & Village would have to raise taxes; we are 
the same people who would have to pay the County 
tax increase. The towns are not the fault of the 
county revenue-vs-budget issues.

We would have to raise taxes by $1.8 million; this 
is insane!

Continued on next page.

FROM THE SUPERVISOR

2017 Town Budget – Was adopted at our Octo-
ber 27, 2016 Town Board meeting. The Total Budget 
including Lighting Districts is $4,255,220, a de-
crease of $31,220 from the 2016 Budget.

General – 2017 Budget is $1,243,120 vs. 
$1,249,620 in 2016, a decrease of $46,500, or -.5%. 
Wage increases of 3% were given. There is NO Gen-
eral Town tax.

Highway – 2017 Budget is $1,286,600 vs. 
$1,311,600 in 2016, a decrease of $25,000, or -1.9%. 
Wage increases of 3% were given. The 2017 Budget 
includes first year payment on a new snowplow 
($247,000) of $69,160. Also included is the first year 
payment on a new loader ($138,000) of $29,085. 
2017 Highway Tax is $400,000, a reduction of $6,000 
from 2016, or -1.5%. In addition, Highway assessed 
valuations have increased, which will help lower the 
Highway tax rate.

Sanitation – 2017 Budget is $748,800 vs. 
$746,100 in 2016, an increase of $2,700, or +.4%. 
Wage increases were given. The 2017 Budget in-
cludes the third year of a five-year Bond Anticipa-
tion Note (B.A.N.) of $43,600. The new sanitation 
garbage packer purchased in 2015 was $218,000. 
The Sanitation Tax of $450,000 will remain the same 
for 2017. The Sanitation tax rate will decrease as 
sanitation assessed valuations increased.

Sewer General – 2017 Budget is $954.400 vs. 
$954,900 in 2016, a decrease of $500, or -.05%. 
Wage increases of 3% were given. The Tax amount 
will remain the same at $468,000. But, you Tax rate 
will decrease as Sewer Specific assessed valua-
tions increased. 

Lighting Districts – 2017 Budget is $22,300 vs. 
$24,200 in 2016, a decrease of $1,900, or -.7%. Taxes 
will decrease in all four Lighting Districts assessed.

This is the 24th tax decrease in 25 years.

SALES TAX ISSUE – In his speech to the Board 
of Legislators, County Executive Anthony Picente 
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The Maynard Fire Depart-
ment Auxiliary, with assis-
tance from 5th grade students 
of Marcy Elementary School, 
held a pancake breakfast on 
Sept. 24 at the main firehouse, 
and took the opportunity to 
promote fire safety.

In addition to serving up 

breakfast, the Auxiliary spon-
sored a fire safety drawing 
contest for children from all 
elementary grades. 

One winner from each 
grade level was selected, with 
awards presented on Oct. 11 
during Fire Safety Week. In 
addition, Firefighters present-

PANCAKE BREAKFAST PROMOTES FIRE SAFETY
Marcy Elementary 5th Graders Assist Maynard Fire Dept. Auxiliary

ed smoke alarms to the win-
ners and displayed the Smoke 
House as they spoke about 
how to keep safe from fires.

The poster contest winners 
were: 

• Kindergarten: Hailey 
Beach.

• First Grade: Julian Lenha.

• Second Grade: Taylor De-
Sousa.

• Third Grade: Lorenzo 
Brancaccio.

• Fourth Grade: Anthony 
Tobiaz.

• Fifth Grade: Aubrey 
Hughes & Connor Hahn.

-- Marie Goodman

Continued from previous page.

NATIONAL GRID ASSESSMENT CHALLENGE 
UPDATE – The 2008–2012 assessment challenge fi-
nally made it to court the week of October 17 and as 
of this writing the parties are trying to settle out of 
court. National Grid admitted they will do doing over 
$100 million in updates to Edic & Porter sub-stations 
and they want to control their assessment valua-
tions through 2025. Currently they want $8 million 
refunded; our portion would be just under $1 million, 
with the remainder to Oneida County, Holland Patent 
Central School District (small amount) and Whites-

boro Central School District (largest amount). Once 
again, we are all the same taxpayers on all of these. 
We are pushing for no refunds, plus we want the as-
sessment challenge to include years 2013–2016.

This lawsuit has not been inexpensive to chal-
lenge; I just received the September– October bill, 
it was for $133,000, our portion was $15,000. This is 
an on-going lawsuit started in 1992.

Should you have any questions or concerns, you 
may reach me at 768-4800 ex.240 or 724-1565, or by e-
mail – brian.scala@townofmarcy.org, or marcysupv@
roadrunner.com. Have a great and safe winter.

These 5th Grade Students from Marcy Elementary School assisted at Maynard Auxiliary’s Pancake Breakfast.
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Town and County Tax Bills will be 
mailed by the first of January by the Marcy 
Town Clerk.

Property owners who have taxes paid by 
banks will not receive a tax bill.

If you are a new property owner after 
March 1, name may not be reflected on tax 
bill.

If you do not receive a tax bill by Janu-
ary 5 & it is not bank escrowed, please 
contact the Town Clerk.

Law states that you are still responsible 
whether you receive a bill or not.

Please read the insert that will be en-
closed with your tax bill for specific hours 

TOWN & COUNTY TAX BILL REMINDERS
by GINA SCHILLACI, town clerk/tax collector

The Parks and Recreation Department is 
looking for certified lifeguards and water 
safety instructors for the summer 2017 sea-
son. Please contact the parks department 
or email evan.annese@townofmarcy.org for 
additional details.

WANTED: LIFEGUARDS AND 
WATER SAFETY INSTRUCTORS

that TaxCollection office will be open if 
paying tax bill in person.

Town Clerk Office is separate from tax 
office for purposes of collection.

Tax bills must be paid in full as follows:
 • From January 1 through January 31, 

without penalty.
• From February 1 through February 29, 

add 1% penalty plus $2.00 fee.
• From March 1 through March 31, add 

1.5% penalty plus $2.00 fee.
• After March 31 tax must be paid at the 

Oneida County Finance Department.
Tax Warrant authorizes Marcy Town 

Clerk as Tax Collector to collect Town 

of Marcy & Oneida County tax bill pay-
ments for the 2017 tax year from January1 
through March 31.

Contact or mail payments to: 
Marcy Town Clerk / Tax Collector 
P.O. Box 220 
Marcy, N.Y. 13403
Phone 315-768-4800 ext. 227
E-Mail: marcytownclerk@gmail.com

To look up your tax bill and/or receipt, 
go online to:

http://egov.basny.com/marcy/

Tai Chi classes 
will continue until Christmas 
at the Town Hall, Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. Fee can be 
paid to instructor during 
class.

FORMER MARCY 
STATE TROOPER 
MAKES HISTORY

Trooper Bethany Lamphere, who 
served as an investigator out of the 
Marcy State 
Police Barracks, 
and her daugh-
ter, Meagan 
Hartmann, made 
New York State 
Police history in 
October as the 
first set of mother-daughter troopers. 
Lamphere, now stationed in Remsen, 
got to present her daughter with her 
State Police shield upon her gradua-
tion from the State Police Academy.

SUNY Poly announced in October 
that National Instruments is donating 
$400,000 worth of state-of-the-art 
tools and software for its Marcy cam-
pus, dramatically enhancing electri-
cal and mechanical lab capabilities. 
The donation will provide students 
with access to cutting-edge, industry 
standard toolsets.

DONATION BOLSTERS 
LAB CAPABILITIES
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Town Board 
Meetings are on Thursdays at 

7 p.m. (unless otherwise noted)
 

November 17
December 29

2017 Tentative
Jan. 5, 6 pm, 

organizational meeting
Jan. 12, 6 pm, 

annual accounting audit
January 26
February 23

March 23
April 20
May 18

MS4 stormwater public hear-
ing at 6:45 prior to meeting

June 22
July 20

August 24
September 21
Oct. 5, 6 pm

review 2018 budget
October 26

special districts public hearing 
at 6:30; budget public hearing 

at 6:45, prior to meeting
November 30
December 28

Zoning Board 
Of Appeals

7 p.m. usually on a Monday.

December 5
2017

January 9
February 6 

March 6 
April 3 
May 8 
June 5 

July 5 (Wednesday)
August 7 

September 5 (Tuesday) 
October 2  

November 6  
December 4  

Planning Board
7 p.m. usually on a Monday. 

  

2 POP WARNER
TEAMS MADE IT
TO PLAYOFFS

Two Marcy-Deerfield Pop Warner teams 
headed to the playoffs following impressive 
regular seasons. The Mitey Mite team fin-
ished the regular season 7-0 and the Jr Pee 
Wee team finished the regular season 6-1. 

Both teams qualified for the Tri-Valley 
playoffs and eaced faced Northern Com-
munity on October 23 in Holland Patent. 
Winners advanced to the championship 
round on October 30. 

Mitey Mite Head Coach is Bob Fuller 
and the Jr Pee Wee Head Coach is Remi 
Charlebois III. 

MARCY 
5K RUN
SAVE THE DATE

The 5th annual 
Marcy 5K Walk/
Run will take 
place on Sunday, 
June 4, 2017. 

Proceeds will 
benefit Compas-
sionate Friends of 
the Mohawk Val-
ley and 4PetSake 
Food Pantry.   

The Marcy Seniors didn’t 
stop having fun when the leaves 
turned colors. We embraced 
it, and created new memories 
together. 

We continued having our lun-
cheons on the second Monday 
of the month, replacing summer 
picnic foods with warm comfort 
foods. Chicken and biscuits 

were a big hit. We had a bus 
trip to West Point, which was 
enjoyed by many of our mem-
bers. It’s a busy time of year 
with elections for next year’s 
officers, the Thanksgiving lun-
cheon, the Christmas party, and 
a Christmas dinner show along 
with seeing the lights in our 
State Capitol. Don’t sit home 

this winter. Come join us! 
We meet on the second and 

fourth Monday of the month at 
noon at The MarcyTown Hall, 
8801 Paul Becker Rd. 

Contact Linda King at 768-
8649 if you have questions, 
or just come to a meeting. We 
would love to meet you!

-- Rita LaFayette, secretary

MARCY SENIORS EMBRACE SEASONS 

Thanks to a suggestion by Marcy resident William K. Crane, 
the Town Board decided to erect two 4’x8’ signs to encourage safe driving among the 
younger generation. They were placed on NYS Rte. 291 (beyond the high school and 
near the Town Hall) and on NYS Rte. 790 at the intersection with River Road and Marcy-
SUNY Parkway. “This way we hit both the high school and college kids,” Town Supervi-
sor Brian Scala noted in a thank-you letter to Crane. “And yes, we will be the first in the 
county to do this.”
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DO NOT PUSH SNOW ACROSS ROADWAY

Highway & Sanitation Dept.    By VITO SCIORTINO JR.

Winter Safety 
Depositing snow and ice on roadways or plowing snow 

across roadways is a violation of section 214 of the New 
York State Highway Law. Plowing across the roadway 
causes problems for not only crews, but also your neigh-
bors that will receive additional snow carried by the plows. 
Road plows that are used by the Town of Marcy Highway 
Department are UNLIKE smaller pickup truck plows; they 
can’t change angles. The plow blade cannot be turned to 
lessen the outfall of snow. When an excessive amount of 
snow is pushed across the roadway, it may be picked up 
and carried against the bank until it releases into a drive-
way -- often your neighbor. Residential housing develop-
ments with cul-de-sacs are especially difficult to remove 
snow and control where the outfall ends up. 

Please do not push snow across the road!

The Town Highway Department maintains 147.62 
lane miles of highway during the winter season. Av-
erage plow routes are 3.5 to 4 hours each. Please be 
patient! Every storm is different, weather start times 
are different, and the amount of snow and ice is dif-
ferent. Crews start everyday at 3 a.m. and will stay 
out until the roads are safe again. 

Please slow down. Allow extra time to reach your 
destination. Also clear the snow and ice off your vehicle.

Please show courtesy to plow and sander opera-
tors. Allow them room to work and back up at intersections.

Keep mailboxes clear for the carriers, they are the 
homeowners responsibility.

Keep fire hydrants clear in case of an emergency 
nearby.

Please keep parked cars off the roadways.

‘Slow Down to Get Around’ 
Becomes Law in New York

This legislation, which went into effect in No-
vember, requires motorists to slow down when 
passing waste and recycling collection vehicles 
when their safety lights are flashing. 

Holiday Sanitation Schedule
• Christmas Day 12-25, collection Tuesday 12-27
• New Years Day 1-1, collection Thursday 1-3-17
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day 1-16, collection 

Tuesday 1-17-17
• President’s Day 2-20, collection Tuesday 2-21-17

WHO PLOWS WHAT
• The Town of Marcy Highway Department plows all 

town and county roads.
• Oneida County Department of Public Works plows 

Routes 291 and 365.
• New York State Department of Transportation 

plows 49, 790, 12 and the access ramps/exits associated 
with them.

Please stay safe on the roads and have great Holidays. 
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As I write this piece, the 
vote on the county budget is 
about to take place.

It is anyone’s guess as to 
what the final approved bud-
get will look like after the 
board’s November 9th vote. 

Here are a few predictions.
This budget will pass with 

few amendments and contain 
a ZERO increase in property 
tax. Capital Projects request-
ed will remain intact. Salary 
upgrades for caseworkers and 
examiners will be approved.

County Executive Picente 
again is pushing for mu-
nicipal consolidation and 
restructuring of our sales tax 
formula. He is assembling a 
committee to come together 
and make a recommenda-
tion for a new formula. This 
may have a profound impact 
especially on towns and vil-
lages. 2015 sales tax figures 
indicated our town received 
approximately $1.76 million 
in sales tax distribution. This 
undoubtedly will be one of 
the most important and con-
tentious issues in 2017.

As always please call me 
with your concerns and com-
ments.

Legislator
Thoughts
by RICK FLISNIK 
County Legislator

SEWER REPAIRS AND NEW YORK STATE BUILDING CODE 

Public Works Department By RICHARD H. QUIGLEY

ID Badges
The Town Board has suggested for the 

safety and comfort of our citizens that our 
Town employees wear identification badges 
with their name and photograph on them. 
We should have the badges in place before 
December 1, 2016. All departments will have 
identification badges. 

If someone from the Sewer Department, 
Highway Department, and Parks comes to 
your door or if our employees are repairing 
a sewer break, manhole, ditching, etc., the 
Town employees will have identification 
badges on. Sewer employees often times 
might be out there in late evening if they are 
doing an emergency sewer repair; please 
don’t be embarrassed to ask for their ID. If 
you still have concerns, please call 315-768-
4800 ext. 234; if after hours, please call my 
cell phone, 315-534-4303. 

A Repair Record
It has been a beautiful summer and fall, 

and the Town Sewer Department took advan-
tage of the good weather. I’m certain that the 
department hit a new manhole repair record. 
The Sewer Department repaired 26 manholes 
and installed 46 inflows. We give a quarterly 
report to Oneida County Sewer District on 
the amount of sewerage flowing into their 
treatment plant, via new construction, and 
also the amount of inflow and infiltration 
taken out via repairs to inflows, etc. This 
allows credits for more new construction. 
Besides making sure our infrastructure is al-
ways running at full capacity with the repairs 
and the inflows credits we received, just this 
past quarter (July through September) we had 
289,296 gallons per day removed from our 
system. 

These improvements give us the ca-
pacity for 724 new 3-bedroom homes. 

I would like to say thanks to our sewer 
employees for a job well executed. 

Please remember: No fats, oil and 
grease in our system. 

This winter get outside, take up skiing. 
Maybe you’ll see our Office Specialist I 
(Dawn Cheyne) on the slopes. 

Codes and Safety
Effective October 3, 2016 New York State 

has adopted the 2015 edition of the Interna-
tional Code Council (ICC) family of codes. 
New York State has added two supplements 
to the ICC which modify some of the lan-
guage and making portions more specific to 
New York State.

Drawings submitted for a building permit 
after October 3, 2016 will be required to 
meet the new 2015 ICC family of codes. 
When selecting an architect or engineer for 
your project, ensure that they have a good 
understanding of the new building code. 
There are significant changes to the build-
ing code. Construction documents submit-
ted for permit shall now include, among 
other items, the mechanical system design 
criteria, mechanical and service water heat-
ing system and equipment types, sizes and 
efficiencies. We encourage all homeowners, 
business owners and contractors to contact 
our office prior to any work. We are happy 
to assist in answering any questions regard-
ing permits and their requirements.

The Town Public Works Depart-
ment is currently working with the 
Home Builders and Remodelers of the 
Mohawk Valley to conduct an all-day 
training session for the contractors 
and design professionals in our area. 
Flyers will be posted in area builder supply 
stores and a mailing will be sent to contrac-
tors regarding the actual date and times of 
the training session.

Our office is open from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
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MARCY TOWN BOARD MEMBERS
Scala, Brian N.  Supervisor 6342 Hidden Meadow Drive, Marcy – Phone and Fax 724-1565
  Municipal Building – 768-4800 Ext. 240
Annese, Carl Deputy Supervisor 5839 Cavanaugh Road, Marcy -- 269-4307
Candella, Brendon Councilman 9256 River Road, Marcy – 736-7675
Kiernan, Francis J. Councilman 7300 Rte 291, Stittville - 292-3735
Pianella, Thomas S.  Councilman 6800 Ritchie Road, Marcy – 865-4352
Schuderer, Keith Councilman 9122 River Road, Marcy – Phone 736-7262
OTHER MARCY OFFICIALS
Annese, Evan Parks/Recreation/Culture Director Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 239 (messages)
Berkhoudt, Daniel P. Codes Enforcement Officer Municipal Building, Marcy -- 768-4800 Ext. 234, 768-1306 (Fax)
Buttenschon, Donald Town Justice Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 223, 768-1308 (Fax)
Flisnik, Richard Oneida County Legislator Fox Road, Marcy – 264-8002
Griffiths, James Dog Control Officer 939-0415 (C), griffballs@aol.com
King, Linda  President, Marcy Seniors  736-8649
Kozyra, David W. Town Justice Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 223
Lambe, Robert Economic Development Coordinator Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 230, robert.lambe@townofmarcy.org
Lange, Margaret (Peg) Assessor Clerk Municipal Building, Marcy -- 768-4800 Ext 228
Quigley, Richard H. Public Works Superintendent Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 234, 768-1306 (Fax), marcypwa@dreamscape.com
 Sewer Department Scharbach Drive, Marcy -- 736-0205 (Phone/Fax)
Schillaci, Gina Town Clerk Municipal Bldg – 768-4800 Ext. 221, 768-1305 (Fax), townclerk@townofmarcy.org
 Tax Collector 768-4800 Ext. 227
Schmitt, William P. Town Attorney Municipal Building, Marcy
Sciortino, Terri Court Clerk Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 223, 768-1308 (Fax)
Sciortino, Vito Superintendent of Highways Highway Sanitation Building, Toby Road, Marcy – 865-8223 (Phone/Fax)
Smith, Paul Assessor Municipal Building, Marcy – 768-4800 Ext. 229, 768-1307 (Fax)
Stronach, Mary & Bob Editor, Marcy Matters P.O. Box 477, Marcy – 796-9284, 800-986-0423 (Fax), news@stronachassociates.com
Wrobel, Lori Planning/Zoning Secty. Municipal Building – 768-4800 Ext. 231, 941-9619, planningboard@townofmarcy.org 

MARCY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Brian R. Cooley President P.O. Box 429, Marcy – marcycofc@gmail.com

Maynard Fire Dept. Station One, Maynard Drive, Marcy - Business Office 732-8181; Station Two, Church Road, Marcy, NY
 Chief Jared Pearl -- 430-5796; President Thomas Phelps - 794-3595.
 Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners: John Messina – 732-3724.
Stittville Fire Dept. Main Street, Stittville - Business Office 865-4531; Chief Neil Sutherland – 865-4062; 
 President Edward Niedzielski; Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners: John Lapham

CONTACT LIST  

TOWN OF MARCY 
www.townofmarcy.org

MUNICIPAL BUILDING (Town Hall)
8801 Paul Becker Rd.
Marcy, NY 13403

Phone Numbers
315-768-4800

315-768-1305 (FAX)
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