
 

  
 

memorandum 

To: Bob Lambe EDR Project No: 15023 

From: Jane Rice 

Date:  August 14, 2015 

Reference: Neighborhood Meeting summary 

 
Comments: 
 
Overall Purpose for Workshops 

In mid-June 2015, three neighborhood meetings were held with the purpose to provide a forum for town residents to 
comment on current issues and opportunities important to them and to garner feedback on the current relevance of the 
vision and goals established in the 2009 Master Plan. 

Methodology 

Each meeting was structured with stations to generate visions, goals and concerns as well as recommendations for 
walkability and mixed-use development. The same format was used for each of the three neighborhood workshops 
and that locations were selected to cover all of the town (see photos attached). In all, the meetings attracted 
approximately 50 town residents.  Participants were invited to review the 2009 Master Plan and the current Character 
Area map, as well as the Zoning Code timeline, and to engage in a series of interactive stations. A summary of each 
station is provided below.  

 Station 1 - Vision Statement: Attendees reviewed Marcy’s 2009 Vision Statement and shared thoughts on 
post-it notes detailing how it has changed in the past six years. 

 Station 2 - Goals and objectives: After reviewing the 2009 Master Plan Goals and Objectives, attendees 
commented on the current importance and relevancy of each goal. 

 Station 3 - My Marcy: Using comment cards and a markable map, participants were invited to share any 
specific ideas, comments and concerns related to the Town of Marcy in 2015. 

 Station 4 - Walkability: Attendees used markers to record routes in Marcy that they currently walk or would 
like to walk but cannot due to traffic, distance, lack of pedestrian infrastructure, etc. 

 Station 5 - Mixed-Use Development: On a map attendees marked areas having the potential for mixed-use 
development.  

 
Findings 
Results of the neighborhood workshops can be divided up according to the following stations: 
 
Station 1 - Vision Statement comments 
 
Post-It notes gathered regarding change in the 2009 Vision statement over the past six years reflected an overall 
support for the vision. In particular, smart growth principles were noted as important. Participants detailed specific 
needs for increasing walkability, supporting local businesses, protecting unique place characteristics, concentrating 
both commercial and residential development, enhancing canal use near the Marcy Marina, protecting open space, 
constructing an urgent care facility and maintaining a close relationship between local government and 
neighborhoods throughout the planning process. 
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Station 2 - Goals and Objectives 
 
This station featured a survey assessing the importance of the 2009 Goals and Objectives. Participants had the 
option to rate each goal as “No Longer Important”, “Undecided” and “Still Important”. Overall, participants felt each 
goal was still important.  As organized in the 2009 plan, these goals are related to growth management, natural and 
cultural resources, agriculture, business and industry, transportation, housing and community facilities and services. 
Of those categories, there were no responses listing goals as “No longer important”, however, there were a small 
number of individuals who were “undecided” about the importance of particular goals, namely, managing growth to 
preserve the Town’s rural character (n=2), providing safe and efficient transportation responsive to town’s character 
(n=2), protecting natural resources (n=1), providing quality housing that blends diverse types and affordable pricing 
(n=1), providing of community facilities and services for improvement of residents’ quality of life and local business 
needs (n=1), and cooperating between farm and non-farm residents to protect agricultural resources while promoting 
responsible growth (n=1).  

 
Station 3 - My Marcy 
 
Participants provided additional information relative to specific ideas and concerns via comment cards at Station 3, 
many of which echoed similar considerations raised at Station 1.   These comments fell in the categories listed 
below:  

 

 Road/Trail Designation and Transportation Safety: Comments submitted related to existing and proposed 
roads and trails suggested that further discussion with property owners may be necessary; specific 
comments included a concern over lack of adequate signage, as well as concerns relative to a snowmobile 
trail and a proposed road from adjacent landowners. In terms of safety, one resident commented, “Walking 
trails on high traffic roads are needed. Currently, there are too many dangerous situations of people using 
the narrow shoulders.” Another need was signage. One comment specified that there may need to be signs 
on Rt 12 North and South specifying ‘Marcy’, ‘SUNY IT’, and the ‘Nano-Center.’  
 

 Economic Development: Economic development was discussed in broad terms.  Residents voiced support 
for greater efficiency in town permitting processes (in particular signage), as well as for specific community 
fundraiser ideas, such as a town-wide automotive event to support local fire departments. As one participant 
wrote, “The town should enhance its ‘Open Arm’ position to show its willingness to work with all prospective 
businesses…Marcy has much to offer, and we should be perceived by those looking to come here as ‘easy 
to do business with’”.  
 

 Housing: Comments related to housing called for more equitable housing, as well as an increase in housing 
for seniors.  
 

 Water Infrastructure: Comments pointed to problems at the ends of the water service lines terminating on 
Morris coming from North and South, indicating that there are water pressure problems at the end of the 
lines. 
 

 Land Use: There were a few comments noting that planners need to retain the locations of Amish farms, 
and focus zoning attention on Old River Road from Rt 291 to the West. 
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Station 4 – Walkability 
 
Attendees were invited to mark places important for improving walkability on large maps. Issues of concern included 
areas with speeding problems creating hazards for local pedestrians, current trail connection points and potential 
connection points, potential walkable destinations, trails and signage needing improvement, and various recreational 
trail uses, including winter accessibility. Please see attached maps for additional information.   
 
Written comments 
 
A final component of the meetings were general observations from the facilitators. In conversation, attendees 
expressed the following concerns: 
 

 Senior Housing: Participants expressed the need for affordable and peaceful senior living to prevent older 
Marcy residents from moving to the city, and suggested that these facilities should provide transportation to 
local conveniences like stores and other amenities.  
 

 Food Access: Participants noted that there has been a strong, longstanding need for an affordable grocery 
store, particularly on Mohawk Street.  
 

 Transportation: Participants commented that the use of back roads was important in order to avoid traffic 
problems similar to what Whitesboro and New Hartford have experienced. They also strongly encouraged 
more bike routes, wintertime maintenance of the Canal path, and a sidewalk to connect the hamlet of 
Stittville to the General Floyd Elementary School. 
 

 Zoning and Policy/Ordinances: Participants commented that the Town of Marcy should coordinated with the 
Village of Whitesboro/Town of Whitestown to strategically locate businesses, transportation and walking 
routes. Negative impacts associated with overdevelopment of drug and convenience stores was also noted, 
as well as a concern for the future of Carr Cemetery relative to (unidentified) state laws.   

 

 Additionally, it was noted that the location of the Historian’s Office within the Town Hall allows seniors and 
visitors to see historical displays), though it may also be good to consider a separate office/display 
building/wing, along with the lobby displays in main building.  

 
Conclusion  
In summary, the Vision Statement, Goals and Objectives originally included in the 2009 Master Plan were supported. 
Through written comments, interactive exercises, and one-on-one discussions between participants and the planning 
team, the primary interests of the public seem to be focused on providing diverse and affordable housing opportunities, 
facilitating productive economic development opportunities, capitalizing on existing and emerging local assets (e.g., 
waterfront property, trails), and enhancing transportation safety and connectivity for vehicles and pedestrians alike.    
 
 

Attached:  Photos of neighborhood meetings and scanned walkability maps created by attendees 

Copies To: file  
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The following photos demonstrate the interactive nature of the three neighborhood meetings by location, using 
participatory mapping, rating surveys and other forms of guided interaction between planners and local stakeholders.   
 
Neighborhood Meeting at Fire Hall on June 22nd, 2015 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stittville Neighborhood Meeting on June 16, 2015 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Town Hall Community Meeting on June 23, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 










