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DRAFT MASTER PLAN UPDATE - WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED & RESPONSES 

 
The following written comments were received by the Town of Marcy.  This document contains copies of the comments 
and responses to them.  The Town of Marcy encourages continued dialogue on these topics, and requests that ongoing 
comments on land use planning, development, and regulations be addressed to the Planning Board. 
 
 
 

 Oneida County Dept. of Planning (239 recommendation OC-3645), undated – No response required. 
 

 Email from Alan Swierczek, 1/29/16 
 

 Letter from Richard Laberge, 2/2/16  
 

 Email from Beth Watts, NYSDOT, 2/4/16 – No response required. 
 

 Letter from James Bartkowiak, Oneida County Dept. of Public Works, 2/12/16– No response required. 
 

 Comments via website (+ attachment) from Joe Koronowski, 2/15/16 
 

 Comments via website from Matthew Frank Humphreys, 2/20/16 
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Response to comments from Alan Swierczek 
 
Thank you for your comments.  Rather than respond item by item, we note that your comments generally address 4 
topics: Smart Growth (#1, 5), Infrastructure (#2, 4, 6), Storm water management (# 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14), and 
Corrections (#12, 13) and the response will be in those four areas.  We do encourage you to continue to raise specific 
questions with the Planning Board.  

Smart Growth 

The principles of Smart Growth, as listed in the updated Master Plan, have been discussed throughout the development 
of the updated plan.  Stakeholders, residents, town staff, and municipal board members have been supportive of these 
principles as they relate to the Town of Marcy, and have recognized that some apply more than others.  For example, 
the concept of transportation choice as applied to the Town of Marcy may mean better support for non-vehicular 
transportation (e.g., sidewalks and bicycle infrastructure) than mass transit. 

The specific type and densities of land uses will be addressed further in subsequent updates of the zoning and other 
regulations following the adoption of this master plan. 

Infrastructure 

We acknowledge that this Master Plan does not include a specific capital improvement plan for infrastructure. 

Feasibility studies of specific infrastructure needs and improvements such as along Paul Becker Road, or any of the 
others in the various technical memos, have not been undertaken as part of this broad planning initiative.  These will 
be required when such projects are considered.  The figures, exhibits, and support studies included in the appendices 
of the December 2015 draft Master Plan Update have been removed from the plan as adopted.  These will remain on 
file with the Town of Marcy for future reference and will be used during discussions. 

Storm water management 

The Town of Marcy agrees with your support for re-examining municipal standards such as fencing and road drainage 
requirements relative to removing potential barriers for the successful implementation of green infrastructure practices. 

The goal of town wide standards for stormwater management is not to limit creativity on behalf of design engineers, 
but to address two specific areas not well served by design engineers: 

a) Smaller projects that have not been designed by engineers such as individual lot development, much of which 
is contributing to storm water management challenges in parts of town.   

b) Managing the variety of built practices, materials, and specifications being proposed for routine projects, in 
the same way that we have standards for sewer infrastructure.  Many times there are alternate choices, and 
standards allow town staff to more easily review, understand, operate, and replace components.  For instance, 
the town could establish that proposed porous pavements meet the NYSDOT Section 420 Porous Asphalt 
Specification to ensure consistent quality thereof.  During discussions on change or adoption of standards, 
we welcome your input on their appropriate use and flexibility.    

We agree that this master plan document does not completely address the storm water management concerns or 
criteria for Marcy, and this is an important topic for further discussion per the recommendation on “Green Infrastructure.”  

Corrections 

We have removed the noted trail (from public meeting input) to correct the trail exhibit and will leave the road exhibit 
colors as they are for now as these exhibits are only supporting materials for future reference. 
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Response to Richard Laberge 
 
Thank you for your comments. 

We agree with that the properties fronting on River Road between Cavanaugh and the Marcy-SUNY Parkway should 
be included in the “River Road Commercial Business Corridor” and have recommended a revised Character Area map 
for adoption. 

We do not agree that areas north of the Route 49 expressway and east of Cavanaugh should be considered as part of 
the West Campus area.  The area south of the railroad fronting on Paul Becker Road is in the West Campus character 
area because it presents a special development opportunity for appropriate non-suburban residential development.  
The area east of Cavanaugh does not necessarily provide the same opportunity.  The description and general 
boundaries of these character areas provide some flexibility for the town to adjust as appropriate in response to specific 
development proposals.  The Suburban Residential character area speaks to the primary use being residential at a 
suburban density, and does not preclude specific housing styles (e.g., townhouses or single family detached units).  
Specific land use regulations will be included in zoning updates subsequent to the master plan adoption. 
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Response to Joe Koronowski 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Regarding your Comment #1: Existing and Desired Trailways (and Figure 1), we acknowledge your concern and have 
removed the noted trail from the exhibit.  (Note: all of these exhibits were supporting materials and will not be part of 
the adopted plan but will remain on file for future reference.)  Further, we have amended that exhibit to suggest using 
the existing walkway across the high school property as a direction to pursue after discussion with the school district. 
 
Regarding your Comment #2: Character Map for West Campus Boundary (and Figure 2), we understand your intent 
to not develop your property and are not suggesting that you need to develop in the near future.  Marcy residents have 
clearly stated their preference for the open, natural, and agrarian patches of landscape throughout town.   
 
The area south of the railroad fronting on Paul Becker Road is in the West Campus character area because it presents 
a special development opportunity for appropriate development other than typical suburban residential development.  
The town does not consider this an immediate opportunity, but rather one that may present itself at whatever time in 
the future development is considered by landowners, assuming suitable infrastructure is available.   
 
Regarding your Comment #3: Erosion and Environmental Concerns, we are aware of the concerns about storm water 
management in the area you mentioned and several other areas in town.  We agree that incremental, small scale 
development has been contributing to the situation.  The Town of Marcy is taking proactive steps to address storm 
water concerns.  Although a recent funding application toward this end was unsuccessful, we hope to develop a green 
storm water and sanitary sewer infiltration program for residential properties. 
 
Alternative approaches for improved storm water management of all size development projects will be part of our 
discussion as we shift from the master plan development to implementation measures.  Storm water management is 
specifically the focus of the master plan recommendation to address “green infrastructure.” 
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Response to Matthew Frank Humphreys 

 

Thank you for your comments. 

We appreciate that our policies on infrastructure will be important in managing inappropriate growth.  The Master Plan 
recommendations for “Fix it First” and “Green Infrastructure” speak directly to this issue. 

Subsequent to the adoption of the Master Plan, we will be examining specific tools and policies to align responsible 
infrastructure implementation with private development.  Of particular concern to the Town are local roads, sanitary 
sewer, and storm water management.   

 

 


